Ogden Soccer Club Concussion & SafeSport Compliance Policy
References:

Definitions
Volunteers: For the purposes of this policy, “volunteers” include all coaching staff—head coaches, assistant coaches, and team managers—whether paid or unpaid.
MAAPP: Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policy (MAAPP) 
SOMS: UYSA’s State Online Management System
Purpose: 
Ogden Soccer Club is committed to providing a safe, inclusive, and developmentally appropriate environment for all youth athletes. This policy outlines mandatory standards for concussion awareness and abuse prevention training, ensuring compliance with federal and state laws, as well as local governing body regulations. It serves to protect athlete welfare, promote volunteer accountability, and reinforce a culture of safety and education across all club activities.
Scope: 
This policy applies to all Ogden Soccer Club volunteers, defined as coaching staff—including head coaches, assistant coaches, and team managers—regardless of compensation status. It governs all club-sanctioned activities including practices, games, camps, tryouts, tournaments, and any other events involving youth participants. Compliance with this policy is required for roster eligibility and continued participation in club operations. Ogden Soccer Club requires a minimum of the following volunteers rostered for all soccer teams: (1x) Head Coach (1x) Assistant Coach and (1x) Team Manager.	Comment by Angelique Pifer: We may need to review this. Little Lions are not likely to have this, and in-kind age groups may not be large enough to support this.
Background:
This policy reflects Ogden Soccer Club’s commitment to safeguarding youth athletes through compliance with federal law, Utah state legislation, and soccer governing body standards. It integrates concussion management protocols required by Utah’s Protection of Athletes with Head Injuries Act and abuse prevention training mandated by the Safe Sport Authorization Act. It also aligns with UYSA and U.S. Soccer policies, ensuring that all volunteers—defined as coaches, assistant coaches, and team managers—are properly trained, certified, and accountable before interacting with minor athletes. This unified framework supports safe participation, consistent oversight, and a culture of education across all club activities.

Concussion Awareness & Management
Legal & Organizational Requirements
Ogden Soccer Club complies with Utah House Bill 204, The Protection of Athletes with Head Injuries Act (UCA § 26-53-101 et seq.), mandating a concussion policy for all amateur sports organizations.
All volunteers must annually complete the HEADS UP: Concussion in Youth Sports online training <insert link or website>. Certificates must be: 
a) Saved before exiting the training site.
b) Uploaded to the volunteer’s Affinity Sports and SOMS administrator accounts.
Education & Consent
Prior to the first practice or competition: 
a) Volunteers must be trained in concussion risks, signs, and symptoms.
b) Players and their parent(s)/guardian(s) must annually sign a Concussion Informed Consent Form <need to include/attach this form>, acknowledge risks and reviewing the UYSA Concussion Policy and Clearance Form.
Injury Response & Clearance
Volunteers must: 
a) Immediately remove any athlete suspected of a concussion.
b) Prevent return to play until written clearance is provided by a Qualified Health Care Provider trained in concussion evaluation.
c) Submit the UYSA Concussion Clearance Form to club administration before final clearance.
d) See Annex ____ for a Volunteer Checklist and consent forms
Clearance responsibility lies with the club for injuries occurring during non-UYSA-hosted events (e.g., practices, tryouts, club tournaments).
SafeSport Abuse Prevention Training
Legal & Organizational Requirements
Ogden Soccer Club adheres to the Protecting Young Victims from Sexual Abuse and Safe Sport Authorization Act of 2017, U.S. Soccer’s Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policy (MAAPP), and UYSA requirements.
Education & Consent
All volunteers must:
a) Complete the SafeSport Trained Core Course before interacting with youth athletes. This includes modules on: sexual Misconduct Awareness, Mandatory Reporting, and Emotional & Physical Misconduct.
b) Upload the master certificate to US Soccer Connect and SOMS.
c) SafeSport training follows a four-year cycle: 
· Year 1: Core Course (90–120 mins)
· Years 2–4: Annual Refresher Courses (15–20 mins each)
· Year 5: Cycle restarts with Core Course
Timing & Eligibility
Training must be completed: 
a) Before regular contact with minor athletes.
b) Within 45 days of assuming a volunteer role.
c) Volunteers must complete annual refresher training to remain eligible for game day rosters.
Additional Volunteer Requirements
Photo ID: Volunteers must upload a current headshot (no hats, sunglasses, or filters) taken within the past year to SOMS.
Disclosure & Conduct: 
Submit a Volunteer Disclosure Form and Code of Conduct Agreement via SOMS. <See Annex ____>
Parents of all players must also complete the Code of Conduct form.
Transportation Guidelines
Volunteers may not transport minor athletes one-on-one during club-related travel unless: 
a) A Dual Relationship or Close-in-Age Exception applies.
b) An Emergency Exception occurs.
c) A Personal Care Assistant (PCA) arrangement is approved in writing by the athlete’s parent/guardian.
Oversight and Verification
Ogden Soccer Club will actively monitor compliance with all Concussion Awareness and SafeSport training requirements. This includes:
· Verifying annual completion and timely upload of HEADS UP and SafeSport certificates to SOMS, Affinity Sports, and/or US Soccer Connect.
· Confirming submission of required documentation, including Volunteer Disclosure Forms, Code of Conduct Agreements, recent headshot, and current photo IDs.
· Auditing team rosters prior to each season, tournament, or event to ensure only compliant volunteers are listed.
Club administrators may conduct periodic reviews and spot checks to ensure ongoing adherence to training cycles, clearance protocols, and documentation standards.
Non-Compliance Consequences
Failure to comply with any component of this policy may result in one or more of the following actions:
· Failure to comply means the coach cannot appear on the game day roster, and the team may be ineligible to compete until compliance is restored.
· Temporary removal from team rosters and suspension from all club activities involving youth athletes until training and certification deficiencies are remedied.
· Revocation of coaching or team management privileges until compliance is restored.
· Disqualification from participation in UYSA-sanctioned events or tournaments.
· Notification to UYSA and/or U.S. Soccer for further disciplinary review, if applicable.
Repeated or willful non-compliance may result in permanent removal from volunteer roles within Ogden Soccer Club.
Appeals and Remediation
Volunteers may submit a written appeal to the Executive Director within 10 business days of receiving a compliance-related penalty. Appeals must include documentation of corrective action or a request for reasonable accommodation. The Executive Director will review and respond within 15 business days. 


Ogden Soccer Club Volunteer Compliance Checklist
Required for all Coaches, Assistant Coaches, and Team Managers
Annual Requirements
· [ ] HEADS UP: Concussion in Youth Sports Training
· Complete online course
· Save certificate before exiting site
· Upload certificate to SOMS and Affinity Sports

· [ ] SafeSport Training
· Year 1: SafeSport Trained Core Course (90–120 mins)
· Years 2–4: Annual Refresher Course (15–20 mins)
· Upload certificate to SOMS and US Soccer Connect

· [ ] Volunteer Disclosure Form
· Complete and submit via SOMS (online background check)
· [ ] Code of Conduct Agreement
· Submit signed form via SOMS
· Required for all volunteers and parents of players (parent forms are retained by coaching staff)

· [ ] Current Photo ID
· Headshot only (no hats, sunglasses, filters)
· Taken within the past 12 months
· Upload to SOMS

Concussion Protocol Compliance
· [ ] Educate athletes on concussion signs and symptoms
· [ ] Remove any athlete suspected of concussion immediately
· [ ] Require written clearance from a Qualified Health Care Provider before return to play
· [ ] Submit UYSA Concussion Clearance Form to club administration
SafeSport Compliance
· [ ] Complete training before interacting with youth athletes
· [ ] Maintain annual eligibility through refresher courses
· [ ] Avoid one-on-one transport of minor athletes unless exceptions apply (Dual Relationship, Close-in-Age, Emergency, PCA with consent)
